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“When we found this space last summer, we immediately fell
in love with its architectural character, especially the open-air
rooftop,” described Yichiu Chen of Pon Ding, a newly opened
bookshop, coffee bar and project space in the Zhongshan
neighborhood of Taipei. “However, the first day after we visited
the space there was a really big typhoon and we were worried
that this 40-year-old building would suffer from water leakage.
But, when we came up to the rooftop, we found that there was
only a big ponding on the floor! We liked the idea of ‘ponding’
and people gathering here like the shape of a ponding that
changes all the time. It is very flexible and organic and we
would like to form our space in this way.”

Taking that transformable nature on as character, Pon Ding
has become something between a “project space and a mini-
institute,” with its spaces for exhibitions, talks and workshops
on the first and second floors and bookshop and café on the
ground floor offering over 200 different magazines [art4d
included!] and artists’ books from around the world. “We hope
to set up Pon Ding as a meeting point where people can find
many possibilities through their unique visiting experiences,”
furthered Chen. “We made the name into two words that when
written in Chinese as AA] have the same pronunciation and
are of a fitting translation, with A meaning ‘friends’ and T
meaning ‘manpower’ or ‘field.”
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