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Every city should have one — a go-to neighborhood
where its community of artists, designers, makers and
enthusiasts of the creative disciplines can gather to
support, exhibit and celebrate what they do best. In
Bangkok, the riverside district along Charoenkrung Road has
recently been dubbed such, and art galleries and creative
spaces are popping up within the newly deemed ‘Creative
District’ in a seemingly exponential fashion.

art4d spoke with those behind a variety of the venues that
have chosen to call the road along the river home in order to
pinpoint the draw behind the district, be it accessibility to
space, support or audience, that has called upon the cities
oldest paved thoroughfare to prove its potential to pave the
way for something new.






Unchalee ‘Lee’ Anantawat

SPEEDY GRANDMA

Known for its youthful spirit and alternative nature, independent art
space Speedy Grandma founded in 2012 by Lee Anantawat and
Thomas Menard focuses on supporting experimental ideas and

communicating the transformative, and often crazy, power of art
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What is the main concept/character of your gallery?
Crazy. The work can be crazy and you can do many things with the
space. And also our young spirit. Grandma is old but still young.

What potential do you see in Charoenkrung?

Actually we were the first ones to be around here. Before on this
corner there used to be a gambling place, so at the time no one really
minded because people were always hanging out and partying here
anyway so it was just like we were adding more people. | guess that
the rent is still cheap compared to Sukhumvit also.

Any disadvantages to opening a gallery in Charoenkrung?

Most people actually live here for a long time so they build and
already have quite a strong community. We actually really try to
integrate into the community around here but sometimes | feel like
we are intruders or an alien in a way.

You’ve been open for over three years now, what has been your
favorite show that you’ve had in the space?

Maybe a good one to talk about was the show of Liam Morgan last
year. The work was invisible art so there was no actual artwork at all,
just captions put on the wall. Some people were super surprised,
some were confused and some were really angry about it like they
felt that we had just took a piss on them. But it made me think a lot
about the art exhibition and what is it supposed to be like, or what it
can be like.

And what is your primary source of income to support the space?
We always have to try to find more money so we have to create more
events and sell more beers, but it is really a bit of a big struggle for us.

I am kind of against the idea of getting sponsors because | know
they never come for free and now we have so much freedom. | think
we wish for a generous investor that wants to spend some money
each month to support a small art gallery.

Charoenkrung is developing into something of a new arts district.
What role do you play in the growth of the Charoenkrung
community?

I think we try to do our thing here in the best way and support all the
people that come here, just that. Maybe it sounds selfish but we try
to think that if we try to do this good thing it should be enough.

facebook.com/SpeedyGrandma


http://www.facebook.com/SpeedyGrandma

Dan Burman, Bongkoch Chansri
and Thamrat Panpumchuen

BRIDGE CAFE & ART SPACE

Encompassing a renovated shophouse well loved for its rooftop parties
and view of the neighborhood, Bridge Café & Art Space is a gallery and
café hosting exhibitions and performances. Managed by Bongkoch
Chansri, Thamrat Panpumchuen and Dan Burman, the space aims to
bridge the gap between local and international artists
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What is the main concept/character of your gallery?

We started with the location. We found the space and thought

that this area should have an art venue and we got the name from
the location by the bridge, but also the idea that a bridge can be a
connection between many things. We have also been trying to bring
together Thai and international artists, to work together as well as
alongside each other. | think to a certain extent that those borders
are breaking down.

Why did you choose the Charoenkrung area?

Well, I'd love to say that we statistically analyzed the trends in the
industry but actually we just happened to live around the corner
and were walking past and saw the for rent sign. It is really just luck
that the Charoenkrung area just happens to be the best place in
Bangkok for this sort of thing at the moment.

What potential do you see in the neighborhood?

I think it is the natural cycle of cities that a certain area will become
well known for something and a lot of business will move to that
area, but that also means that rent will skyrocket and eventually the
sorts of businesses that made the area known cannot afford to be
there anymore. | think this area is on the bottom end of that scale
now, where you can still find places that have a lot of potential and
are affordable, that you can take risks and do strange things in.

Any disadvantages to opening a gallery in Charoenkrung?

I think local people around here are sometimes scared to come in
the gallery. They will ask us how much they have to pay to come in
and have a look.

What role do you think Bridge plays in the development of

the Charoenkrung art community?

At this time there is a lot of discussion going on about collaborating
and | think it is very important for us to work together and consider
ourselves as a unit, to share knowledge and contacts. When we
work together it goes really well, like the Gallery Hopping Night for
example.

Plans for Bridge in the future?
We'd like to bring more artists from overseas and forge links

between our gallery and galleries in other Southeast Asia countries.

facebook.com/bridgeartspace


http://www.facebook.com/bridgeartspace







Thomas Menard

SOY SAUCE FACTORY

At Soy Sauce Factory, the name is all that remains to reference the
building’s previous function, as the renovated art space, restaurant and
bar owned and managed by Thomas Menard brings new purpose and
clientele with a penchant for the city’s creativity to the neighborhood
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What is the main concept/character of your gallery?

Here is more about any kind of photography. It could be a contem-
porary modern photojournalist, landscape, portrait, political or
documentary. There is a good pool of photography around here
because the first photographers that came to cover stories in Asia
usually had their headquarters in this area. But again, we have lots
of different kinds of shows here too. It is more about the profitability
and trying to be pragmatic. If | could do only photography and that
could sustain itself that would be the main concept.

Why did you choose to open Soy Sauce Factory in Charoenkrung?
I chose this area because of the history it has, such as having the
first road in Bangkok, and it is next to Talad Noi, Chinatown, the
river and Silom. | also like it because it is one of the only areas in
Bangkok where you can still walk around and see artisan people
working in the street.

What potential do you see in the neighborhood?

Most of the Chinese who stop living here don't renovate their
places but just make them to be storage or let them become
abandoned. If in the future all the storage places of the Chinese
people in this area could become arty or creative places it would
be, | think, a much better value. Also the shophouses can lead to
customization of the buildings and you get more different people,
identities and character.

What are the advantages and disadvantages to opening a
gallery in Charoenkrung?

There are no advantages, only disadvantages. The advantage is the
cool factor but it only brings people together to get a beer, it doesn't
bring people to actually buy the art so from the gallery perspective
it is not really an advantage. The only advantage for a gallery is
when they establish in a mall. Westerners and the Japanese will
connect really easily with this kind of space but not the Thais. For
example, | wouldn't buy an artwork from a gallery in a shopping
mall, it would be crazy to do that.

We see Charoenkrung as an area which is developing into
something of a new arts district. What role do you play in the
growth of the Charoenkrung community?

From a business point of view | have a few shophouses in the area
and my side business is more property development so | have
adirect interest that this area become the creative district. | get
shophouses that | renovate and rent out and every week | have
people asking me for spaces. In the beginning it was just foreigners
who wanted to make apartments but now | have people who want
to make an office for a workshop, a studio for jewelry, a tattoo
studio, a sauna or a tea shop. The people who are attracted to this
area have changed category and now it is not just only foreigners.

facebook.com/soysaucefactory


http://www.facebook.com/soysaucefactory

Tawatchai Pattanaporn

PATANI STUDIO

The only analog photography studio in Bangkok providing full darkroom
and film developing services including contact sheet printing and
enlarging, Tawatchai Pattanaporn’s Patani Studio set in a two-storey
shophouse of Soi Nana further functions as the artist’s personal studio
and workspace
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What is the main concept behind Patani Studio?

Analog photography. We can develop, process the film, do contact
printing and enlarging. We do both black and white, color and also
slide film. We can do the whole process but | run the space alone
so it takes a bit of time, like a handcraft.

Why did you choose to open Patani Studio in Charoenkrung?
This area was my first choice and when | came to check they had
many available units. It is close to the MRT and Chinatown, so we
have many delicious foods and it is also close to Plubplachai, an
old community of photography shops that used to be around here.

Who are your clients?

They are people who are quite serious about analog prints. Now
there are many labs where you can drop your film and wait one hour
to get it back, but here | am quite serious about the printing. You
can get the direct contact print and | think no other shop can do
that. It takes time but the serious photographer needs the analog
contact print so that they can see the potential of the frame. | have
clients from Vietnam and travelers who drop their film and go travel
for three months and then come back and pick it up. There are not
many of this kind of lab in Southeast Asia.

Charoenkrung is developing into something of a new arts district.
What role do you, and perhaps Soi Nana, play in the growth of
the Charoenkrung community?

Next month we are going to have the Nana Jumble Fair that | and
Ekua Yankah from Project 189 Bangkok are in charge of, but for

the arts community | am not that involved because | do my work
here but exhibit outside of the area. But in terms of the community
setting, we all know each other and some might recommend a
photographer friend to use my studio and service. We support each
other but it depends on the time and the location.

Any future plans for Patani Studio?

When | first arrived here | wanted the studio to have an open

door, where everyone could come and visit and | planned to sell
secondhand art books and some other stuff. But now | think it is
better to close the door and invite people by appointment. People
can come and knock on the door but there is still a private place to
work. | might also make a plan for some educational activities, for
those who want to learn about analog photography. | will stay with
my personal work but if | have budget and some space available |
might do a darkroom workshop.

facebook.com/patanistudio


http://www.facebook.com/patanistudio







Jeff Gompertz
Francois Langello

NACC

An artist run exhibition and project space, NACC is, as described by
managing artists Jeff Goempertz and Francois Langello, not a gallery,
café or even a bar, but rather a shophouse venue focused on supporting
media, photography, installation and performance works as well as
guest curatorial projects
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How would you describe the main concept of your space?

We are two artists who started an art space. We are not a gallery,
we are not a café and we are not a bar, but we are open to projects
and to likeminded people in our circle or outside of our circle to
make things here. What we are doing is actually quite normal for an
independent artist run art space in urban places; it is only unusual
in Bangkok.

What does NACC stand for?

NACC stands for two things, we like double entendres and
things that are not quite as they seem, so it stands for Nana Art
and Culture Center and is also a bit of a play on National Anti-
Corruption Council.

Why did you choose to open the space in Charoenkrung?

We both have spent quite a bit of time in the neighborhood. As an
art space you need to have a community around you so it was kind
of natural. We used to have conversations with some of our friends
where people would ask, where is the real art neighborhood?
Where is the loft building and the place where people have
studios? This is like horizontal loft living as this is a different urban
place with different architecture so this is how we have to do it.
Artists need a neighborhood because that is how things happen.
You can drop in on a studio or somebody else is at the other guy's
studio and they pass by your studio and say ‘lets go look in there’
and then the next thing you know you have a show.

What potential do you see in the neighborhood?
You can find anything you need here, from chemicals to paint to
hardware supplies and plastic to LEDs, it is readily available.

And what is your primary source of income to support the space?
In the front of the space we are running a street food restaurant that
becomes kind of the background. It is an installation but it is also
an ecosystem and a statement about our position and relationship
with the neighborhood and who we are as artists and what we like
to do. It was interesting for us that it is also a way to support the
ultimate goal of having a kind of self-sustaining place, where you
can work on art projects and not have to compromise.

facebook.com/naccbkk


http://www.facebook.com/naccbkk

Myrtille Tibayrenc
Nicolas Dali

BUKRUK Art Festival

Setting up shop outside the constraints of any particular venue, urban
arts festival BUKRUK Il hits up the streets of BKK with public wall
paintings, artist talks, exhibitions, projection mapping and a music
festival. Curated by Myrtille Tibayrenc and Nicolas Dali, this year’s event
is the second, and likely not the last, of its kind to be held in Bangkok
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What is the main concept behind BUKRUK?

To have public art in Bangkok for everybody to enjoy because |
think the majority of people don't step into galleries and museums
easily. We wanted to do it in the street so it could be a part of
everyday life and a part of the city.

Why did you choose to utilize the Charoenkrung area this time?
We met up with a bunch of people who were trying to fight to
preserve the ancient buildings they still have in this area and we
thought it was worth fighting for. We took the example of Penang
where they put a bit of street art in an area and then it became a
booming touristic area. They then started renovating all the ancient
buildings and preserving them as they at last found out the value

it had. Another reason is that a lot of people who actually live in
Bangkok never come here because there is no attraction really. It
is just shophouses and nothing to buy. Now people come a lot and
they notice the ancient buildings.

Any disadvantage or challenge the area posed?

The mafia. We had to bribe them a lot just to have a little space in
front of the wall to paint. | am not sure that is quite special to this
area, it is everywhere.

How about the audience? How would you describe most of the
people who come to see the walls?

It started with the motorbike taxis as the first audience in this area,
they were every day bringing food and beer and trying to joke. The
cool thing with this kind of art as well is that it belongs to them, as
itis their area and their identity somehow. It changed slowly the
shape of the space and it is for them.

Did the new creative district developing in the Charoenkrung
area play a role in BUKRUK?

At first we wanted to concentrate on Chinatown and make a little
stroll around the really beautiful antique area there. Then we met
with the creative district and they told us their project extends

all along the river. We were invited to several meetings and met
with people from the TAT and the GM from the Shangri-la Hotel.
Everybody was very excited about BUKRUK so we decided to join
forces and be a part of the creative district. It was very great to work
with them and they have many initiatives and are very supportive.

Plans for BUKRUK 3?

Yes, in 2018. For me it is a personal dream to invite more South
American and North American artists and not focus on Europe.
Another idea is to spread BUKRUK to other big cities around
Thailand like Chiang Mai or maybe Sukhothai.

bukruk.com


http://www.bukruk.com
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David Fernandez

CHO WHY

Easy to miss when passing by due to its unadorned nature and true-
to-the-neighborhood character, Cho Why is a collaborative, cross-
disciplinary project space utilized for events, exhibitions, installations
and workshops that one might not easily find elsewhere
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What is the main concept / character of your gallery?

Cho Why was started by a bunch of people who were interested in
doing a certain style of cultural events. We didn't have a business
plan or a clear idea of what we wanted to do, but we knew that

we wanted to have a space where we could host events that you
probably wouldn't find anywhere else.

What potential do you see in Charoenkrung?

Before it was always about Sukhumvit or Silom, but | am really
bored with that and the kind of shopping mall tendency. Here, you
can see that there are locals and families and old businesses. You
can actually interact with the community and you feel like there is
more of a town environment.

Are there any disadvantages to opening a gallery in Charoenkrung?
The traffic and the noise can sometimes be a bit annoying but it is
actually a plus, once you realize how much is actually happening
around here. The building is not in perfect condition but | can see
more freedom here than in a new space because we can bang on
the walls and paint it.

What is your favorite event that you’ve hosted so far?

The Craft + Jumble was maybe the flagship event of what happens
in Soi Nana. We knew that there were about 14 spaces around this
street and that while maybe we didn't have that much in common,
everybody was doing different things. So we thought, let's come out
and open the street one day and just see what happens. Our main
task is to keep the space alive but also to engage and actually push
people to find out about new stuff.

For us, Charoenkrung is developing into something of anew arts
district. What role do you play in the growth of the Charoenkrung
community?

We never thought that from here we could change the world or
change the city or even change the district, but maybe create more
awareness of what art and culture is and what is going on. Cho
Why is opening a small window to let things happen but | like to
think about the idea that we are actually contributing to creating a
new district or a new creative approach.

facebook.com/chowhybkk


http://www.facebook.com/chowhybkk

Mongkol ‘Go’ Sanla

23 BAR & GALLERY

Leaving the awkward nature of your standard white cube far behind,
23 bar & gallery hosts regular exhibitions within its two-storey shophouse
venue owned and managed by Mongkol (Go) Sanla that succeed in bringing
art to the neighborhood in a manner that can be easily accessed by one and all
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What is the main concept / character of your gallery?

We want it to be like an underground gallery of sorts where we
house a diverse range of works that can be from anyone and
everyone. We don't mind too much because we want people to
have a space to share their artistic expressions, whether they are
famous or not. These creative expressions are not a waste because
we're giving something back to the community. Galleries in Thailand
are too untouchable sometimes, it is our intention for this place to
be accessible to everyone in the society, from laborers to motorcycle
taxi drivers and food stall vendors to seniors living in the neighborhood,
everyone is welcome.

Why Charoenkrung?

It's a beautiful neighborhood. | used to own a bar in the Sukhumvit
area for eight years, but | got tired of the chaos and the overly
urbanized vibe of the area so | moved here. We've been open for
about a year now.

What potential do you see in the neighborhood?

I think that the area itself and the locals provide potential. It's not
Silom and it's not Sukhumvit. During the eight years that | was

living in Sukhumvit, | didn't even know my neighbors. Being here,
everyone is close. People bring over some home cooked foods
sometimes, or stop by to have a chat or have a look at the exhibition
we're showing. It's fun.

Any disadvantages to opening a gallery in Charoenkrung?

The upside is that the area and neighborhood is, in itself, quite
interesting. The building complements the overall vibe of the space
and once people see the outside, they usually want to know what's
going on inside. As for the neighbors, everyone knows everyone
around here. Due to the fact that office buildings primarily occupy
the area, the street can be pretty quiet after the working hours.
Having us and other establishments moving in here caused the
neighborhood to become more upbeat at night and people can feel
safer walking around in the streets after dark. The only problem

is that it can be quite a hastle to commute here and people might
confuse this Soi Nana with the one on Sukhumvit.

Who is your primary audience?

Expats, artists and their fans and passersby. The locals sometimes
pay a visit, asking whether they can come in and have a look at

the works we are showing and we are always like, ‘Sure, come

in!' They're a bit shy sometimes because art viewing is rather new
to them and they don't know how to act when they're in this type

of space. We want this place to provide a way for people to feel
that art is actually really close to them, it's something they can
experience and it's for everyone.

What role do you play in the development of the Charoenkrung art
community or creative district?

I don't know. | haven't talked to anyone much about that. In terms of
the large scale, I really can't say what our role will be yet because
there hasn't been any serious discussion about it (laugh). | think

for the time being, we will do our best with the space and if there

is anything more that we can do in the future, we'll be glad to. Like
right now, we welcome anyone who wants to put up posters here
to promote events, and we always tell our clients if there are new
exhibitions or opening parties happening around town.

facebook.com/23-bar-gallery-777713515647423


http://www.facebook.com/23-bar-gallery-777713515647423
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SPEEDY GRANDMA
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BRIDGE CAFE & ART SPACE

SOI CHAROENKRUNG 51

CHAROENKRUNG RD.

T. 086 986 9421

W. FACEBOOK.COM/
BRIDGEARTSPACE

SOY SAUCE FACTORY
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PATANI STUDIO

59 SOI NANA

CHAROENKRUNG RD.

T. 081 985 9691

W. FACEBOOK.COM/
PATANISTUDIO
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37 SOINANA
CHAROENKRUNG RD.
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087 822 8588
W. FACEBOOK.COM/
NACCBKK

BUKRUK URBAN ART
FESTIVAL
CHAROENKRUNG RD.
W. BUKRUK.COM
FACEBOOK.COM/
BUKRUKFESTIVAL

CHO WHY
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CHOWHYBKK

23 BAR & GALLERY

92 SOI NANA

CHAROENKRUNG RD.

T. 080 264 4471

W. FACEBOOK.COM/
23-BAR-GALLERY-
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