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PARIS — "The Western world saw things through
the concept of perspective, so even man-made
spaces exhibit this perspectival approach. By
contrast, Japanese gardens build layered scenery
that extends from the front inward, rather than
toward the vanishing point,” described Toshiyuki
Inoko, the founder of teamLab, an interdisciplinary
art collective based in Tokyo. “Spatial recognition
in Japan saw the world as a series of layers. In
other words, in Western design the world faces
a person as he moves through space; in Japan,

it moves in parallel with him.”

Inoko and teamLab develop works that are
in many ways worlds — their philosophy of com-
position sculpting a sense of space that makes
it possible for one to both view and enter into
the image before them. ‘Floating Flower Garden
— Flowers and | Are of the Same Root, the Garden
and | Are One,’” an interactive kinetic installation

The art of looking [at art]

recently exhibited at MAISON& OBJET Paris being
an apt example, the border between the artwork
and space ultimately disappearing. The installation
consists of over 2,000 live orchids that, suspended
in a manner that completely fills the surrounding
space, also move up and down in direct response
to the viewer’s presence. "When one enters into
the flower-filled form, plants close to them rise
upwards all at once, creating a hemispherical
space and dome around the viewer and their
actions,” explained Inoko. "If many viewer’s
get close to one another, the dome spaces

link up to form a single space. If | were viewing

a painting, | would likely want to view it by myself
and having others in the audience would be
perhaps annoying. But here, the viewer is more
aware of other people’s presences. | may be
enjoying the installation and if you came and
we met inside the work that wouldn't annoy me,
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it would make me happy - it would make for an
even better experience.”

“With ordinary space design there is a surface
and there is an edge,” described Inoko, "but in
our works, we build with surface, edge and also
volume.” Spatial awareness and pictorial precepts
discarded by modern society finding new potential
in a world so envisioned by teamLab, where viewers
themselves become the central point and are
offered opportunity to appreciate an artwork
regardless of their viewing position. "It is possible
to gain a new way of seeing the world that stems
from a connection between the appearance of the
world and our behavior in it; the spatial awareness
of our ancestors extending the concept of beauty

once more.”

team-lab.net
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