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MAKING
CONVERSATION

RUDEE TANCHAROEN, FOUNDER OF ATELIER RUDEE EXPLORES
HER PASSION IN JEWELRY DESIGN TO ACHIEVE A GOAL BEYOND

THAT OF AESTHETIC VALUE.

TEXT REBECCA VICKERS PORTRAIT WORARAT PATUMNAKUL PHOTOS COURTESY OF RUDEE TANCHAROEN



“For me, contemporary jewelry is not only
an object to be put on yourself to make
one beautiful, or like decorations, because
we are not like a crab or turtle that has to
wear a shell. With jewelry, it is different
because you can also choose not to wear
it. Jewelry is a decision and, for me, | think
it must be important enough for you to
choose to put it on your body and carry
it everywhere,” describes Rudee Tancharoen,
contemporary jewelry artist and founder
of Atelier Rudee, an international academy
of contemporary jewelry based in Thailand.

“With Atelier Rudee, our objective is to
introduce and provide basic information
and understanding about contemporary
jewelry, so we organize courses, talks,
workshops and activities around contem-
porary jewelry and also art and craft.
Therefore, we have invited several notable
jewelry artists to give talks and offer con-
ceptual workshops,” introduced Rudee.
“The artists share their working process
and inspirations and the audience can ask
questions following what they are curious
about. Once they know the story behind
the work, they will be able to admire it even
more and better grasp the value of the
piece.” Aside from learning the what and
why, Atelier Rudee also provides space
for one to explore how - with facilities
for students to create their own works
supporting the hands on component of
learning and allowing for one to experi-
ment with the techniques and materials
presented through their own approaches
as well.

“The interaction with these artists
really helps the participants to understand
the disciplines involved in conceptual
jewelry,” described Rudee, "but we also
organize other technical workshops such
as basic jewelry enameling, cuttlebone
and wax working. All of these techniques
support the making part of the practice.
One part of creating contemporary jewelry
is about the thinking; the developing of
the idea, and another part is about the

making. You may have an idea but not
have the knowledge in the technique so
the making is not possible, but on the
other hand, just making without developing
an idea is also not strong enough. At
Atelier Rudee, we offer a variety of
opportunities that allow for our students
to gain a better idea, skills, and under-
standing of what contemporary jewelry is.”

Atelier Rudee takes advantage of oppor-
tunities that can be explored outside of
the studio as well, inviting its clientele to
participate in excursions aimed at discovering
and encouraging the support of local craft
practices. “The objective of these activities
is to create the bridge between craftsmen
and designers and artists, which we hope
will provide an opportunity for both parts
to communicate and exchange their know-
ledge.” Bringing two and two together,
concept and technique, the maker and
the audience, Rudee’s own work further
questions the notion of the perfect pair -
how a true match may, or may not, seem
to have that much in common with its
better half.

“The word pair might be the first thing
people associate with when they see
earrings because usually they come in
a set of the same entities. But, with my
Armonia collection, | am exploring the idea
that we are all different, we are not from
the same mold. That makes it to be very
difficult to try and search for one who is
exactly the same as us, to make a pair.
The earrings in this series are therefore
paired with two different entities, but |
cannot say that they are, in a way, without
harmony. In 2013, we were experiencing
a very sensitive political situation in Thailand
and political discussion seemed to be an
unavoidable part of our everyday life. |
saw many discussions and arguments
between friends and families, husbands
and wives, employees and employers
occurring as one would fight for their side.
When seeking harmony, we might think
that two different entities must be put

together peacefully, but this is actually
not the answer - this is a trap. In the end,
you cannot change others. The key to
finding harmony is accepting that each
one is independent and unique. To com-
plete a pair, | don't seek for or try to mold
one to become a twin of another. Some
of them are similar or influenced by another
while some are totally different from the
others. With harmony, two different entities
can be together peacefully.”

Rudee’s ‘pairs’ bringing seemingly
mismatched characters together result
in not only intriguing combinations of
forms, but also a sense of matches made,
or reflection achieved that could, in actuality,
be far more representative of the truth
of the nature that lies within than that
which any mirror or perfect ‘match’ could
portray. By filling her works with concept
and intent, she finds means for the works
to not only express but also explain —
carrying content within like a story waiting
to be unfolded and told. "It is not even
about the expression of the maker, but
is more about something that you want
to keep in mind. For example, in my series,
Tales of Truth, there is a pendent made
of four layers of wood. In life, our destiny
is shaped by our character and when you
open that, our character is shaped by our
behavior, and beneath that, our behavior
is shaped by our action. And, lastly, the
most important thing, is that our action
is shaped by our thought. Therefore, it
is crucial to be aware of your thoughts
because at the end of the day, your thought
shapes your action which shapes your
behavior which shapes you character and
leads to your destiny. When someone
wears this jewelry they must open each
compartment and will be reminded of
the importance of thought - to think
carefully, and be mindful.”

“Contemporary jewelry is very cross
disciplinary, it has aspects of art and
philosophy but also craft and design; all
of these combinations are what have
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attracted me to working with it.” Using
qualities of the medium itself to achieve
greater means, both Rudee’s personal
work and Atelier Rudee explore the possi-
bilities of not only contemporary jewelry
as medium, but also an artistic practice
aimed at achieving something much greater
than aesthetics alone - an adeptness in
utilizing the potential of a product, a practice,
to promote reflection, contemplation and
ultimately dialog.

"I intentionally make my work look fun
and attractive so that people may want
to know more about it. The person wearing
the jewelry may care about the things that
| focus on already, but when they go out
and wear it and other people see it this
can get the conversation started. Nowadays,
when you wear a diamond ring, the conver-
sation that you can bring up is about
how many carats it is, or how rich you
are and how | envy you. This is not a very
healthy conversation. But with my kind of
jewelry, when people see these strange
earrings, they will come together and start
talking and the conversation doesn't even
need to be about the jewelry anymore —
it is just a starting point, reminding one
about the meaning and leading to a healthy
conversation.”

atelierrudee.com
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JEWELRY IS A DECISION AND, FOR ME,
| THINK IT MUST BE IMPORTANT
ENOUGH FOR YOU TO CHOOSE TO
PUT IT ON YOUR BODY AND CARRY

IT EVERYWHERE.
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