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BANGKOK — “Designers are problem solvers and
many problems in the world can be solved by design
thinking,” describes Papawee Pongthanavaranon
(Pear), a product designer at Thailand-based
Labrador. Pear and colleague Nartanong Photirat
(Oil) are used to being asked to find answers for
the design problems of today, but how about those
we have yet to encounter, problems set to arise in
the future?

Presented with the forward-thinking task of
designing a 'bag for the future’ during a workshop
organized by art4d and The Department of Inter-
national Trade Promotion (DITP) with Australia-
based bag brand Crumpler, the duo decided to dive
into the unknown by focusing on a target they were
familiar with and a material the future would likely
welcome. “We decided to raise one person as a
target and design a bag specifically for them; we
chose Oil herself as our target group, as we know
her quite well. The brief was also to design a bag
for the future, so we wanted to create something
new with an eco-friendly material.” Deciding on a
celluloid-fiber with water and tear resistant qualities
and a flexibility similar to that of paper, Pear and
Oil cut and scored their way toward a prototype fit
for the future Oil's needs and demands.

"I like the developing process,” describes Oil,
“as | feel challenged to create a better solution for
something that already exists, something that will
give you that ‘wow’ moment.” And as Pear and Oil
see it, the future is looking pretty bright - with their
design fit for everyday use in a well-designed pat-
tern offering sufficient function and comfortable
wearability in a minimal style.

“For me,” describes Oil, *I feel we have an
obligation as a designer to create something just
right; not too little and not too much, but just right
in terms of function, styling, and production.” The
duos design turned out to be just that - just right
- as it was selected by Crumpler as the best proto-
type for a 'bag for the future.

facebook.com/bangkokdesignfest
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