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Singapore — “With letterpress, there is a sort of
fusion - it is like design, art and printmaking all at
once — | can see all of my interests being integrated
into letterpress.” Michelle Yu, the sole owner and
printmaker at The Gentlemen’s Press, a letterpress
studio based in Singapore, saw all of her interests
and threw in all her cards, literally. *| had applied to
school in New York and been accepted but at the
last minute | got cold feet and instead of using my
money for school | decided to use it for the business
instead. | went online and saw the machines and
they seemed affordable...”

Where Michelle had been headed prior to
making a complete 180 toward letterpress fulltime
is coincidentally also where she was first introduced
to the medium. “After graduation my friend and |
traveled to New York and decided to check out
some of the local design studios. One of them was
offering letterpress workshops and we learned how
to make our own posters and molds. Through
learning letterpress, | really started to appreciate
things like the quality of the paper and the process
of the printing. The character of the process is that
it takes time. When everything is digitized you can
spend ten hours working on a design and then just
send it to a printer and get it back completed in two
minutes; | just felt like the work deserved something
better than that.”

Letter-by-letter, print-by-print became Yu's
means of giving the work that better it deserved and
The Gentlemen’s Press a place to house the process.

“It may have been quite foolish in a way, but | got two
machines - two big ones. | didn’t know how big they
would be because | had only tried one of them when
| was at the studio in New York. The other one was
some 110 years old and once the machines arrived
here in Singapore, things got sort of serious. | was like
'Ok...the machines are here, now where am | gonna
put them?’ That is how the business plan came about.”

The business plan has grown since then and
now, two and a half years later, includes four presses,
an ever-increasing collection of fonts and a growing
portfolio of work including posters, name cards,
wedding invitations, personalized stationaries, vinyl
record covers and more. "l do a lot of client work
and make a lot of name cards but | also do my own
illustrations and am an artist as well. It is almost as
if | have a day job and a night job, the day printing
for others and the night doing my own work. At
times | get a bit stressed, thinking about how | am
going to get it all done.” If given the choice to make
again, would she throw all those cards in and choose
the same printer's path? "l always had two dreams,
either | wanted to become a detective or an artist.
With letterpress, it is a form of craft and you have
to perfect that craft. You have to keep pushing that
perfection... But | bet it would have been harder to
be a detective.”

The Gentlemen’s Press
facebook.com/thegentlemenspress
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