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Singapore — "Why not live a good life?” questions
Edwin Low, one of the creative minds behind
Supermama, a retail shop, artist residency studio,
platform for designers as well as home base for
Super&Co, the shop’s in-house design label. "Of
course the definition of ‘good’ differs from people to
people, but for us, it is about connecting with people
- family, friends, even strangers in the city - and
inspiring each one of us to pursue that which is
‘good’ for us.”

Edwin and his wife, Meijing decided to open the
Supermama shop shortly after the birth of their
second child. Self-described as a ‘pretty crazy thing
to do, especially in Singapore,” the duo downsized
their home, left their full time jobs and poured all
their funds and energy into realizing their oneiric
nature into objects and space. "Being a designer, it is
only natural for me to center Supermama around
objects and spaces. The idea is to curate a space where
people can kind of slow down and enjoy that intimate
moment when an object reminds them of a loved
one. Objects, or rather, the act of giving good and
thoughtful gifts, can draw us closer to one another.”

The shop itself houses a variety of both wares
and intentions. "With all of the items that | carry in
my shop, | know the maker personally and | know
the reason why they wanted to make the product.
For some, it is to educate (Corraini), for some, it is to
present an identity (Democratic Society Label), for
some it is a calling (Southern Field Industries), for
some it is to carry on what their forefathers began
(Kihara Inc, Shotoku Glass and Nousaku) and for
others, it is simply to put a smile on your face
(Torafu Architects). When you look at the product
range in my shop, it is a collection of stories. You will

not find a product in my shop that is ‘there’ because
it is a strategic money making object.”

Some of these stories that find home on
Supermama’s shelves include in-house label Demo-
cratic Society’s Singapore icons project which asked
five local designers, Chang Shian Wei, Desinere,
ampulets, Quiet Studio and Relay Room to design
ceramic wares illustrating Singapore’s culture into
content and resulting in a collection of icons that
speak to a particular “time, place, people and culture,”
works created through the Supermama artist-in-
residence program such as Dawn Ng's photographic
imagery printed on collectible towels by Japanese
fabric producer Maruju and the works of Super&Co,
which have, as of late, taken to dressing up baby
wares in creature-inspired camouflage.

Putting passion and a pursuit of the ‘good life’
second to none might seem like a pipe dream, and
as Meijing described, “you may see us as a naive
bunch of people, but at the end of the day, as long
as we know in our hearts that we still love and
believe in what we do and pursue, we think we are in
safe hands.” Whether safe or serendipitous, with
Supermama as case in point, perhaps living the good
life requires less than we might have thought -
giving requisite value to time well spent and inviting
others to do the same, zeroing in on what it is that
the super in all of us really longs for might be all we
need — "It accounts for the way we look at life; we
see it as a service; an extension of our belief - to
connect with people, to inspire each one of us to
pursue that which is ‘good’ for us.”

Supermama
supermama.sg
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