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05 Hotel Art Fair 2014

Text Rebecca Vickers
Photos courtesy of Farmgroup

Bangkok — One hotel, two floors, 20+ rooms, two
days and countless walls worth of art, Hotel Art Fair
2014 by Farmgroup gathered the top galleries in
Thailand together under one roof at Luxx XL Hotel
Langsuan, Bangkok with one goal in mind - “making
art fun and contemporary.”

The Bangkok-based design firm’s aim was met
and exceeded by an atmosphere that could easily be
described as intriguing, entertaining, and yes, down-
right fun - wandering through a hotel and finding
something surprisingly different behind each door you
peek behind doesn't get old too quickly and with
plenty of those doors leading to memorable en-
counters within, the event took on a character not
unlike that of a funhouse.

Likely a characteristic that should be accredited
to the galleries themselves, this year's event seemed
to initiate a bit more effort on the participant’s part
to fashion the rooms themselves into something
more of an experience than simply just a space to
place art. From performers perched atop precarious
piles of mattresses stacked on hotel beds (Gallery
Ver) to headboards covered ceiling to floor with cut-
paper leaves creating a backdrop for the banjo player
lounging on the bed beneath (Teaspoon Studio & If |
Were a Carpenter) and site-specific works where the
room itself became a walk-in canvas (H Gallery) to
bathrooms inviting one to take a dip in tubs brim-
ming full of money (Speedy Grandma) their efforts
came across as ambitious, arty, diverse and yes,
once again — fun.

As Farmgroup sees it, "most of the people in
this country could not name more than five artists

that they like and Hotel Art Fair is about showing
the people that there are many different types of
art.” The fair succeeds there, first and foremost, but
should also be accredited for its ability to demon-
strate that art need not be serious to have impact.
“Any event that bring art galleries, experimental
musicians, art lovers, art students, art critics, art
buyers and art collectors under one roof is not only
enjoyable but also important, this hotel art fair being
no exception.” Events such as these bridge gaps
between art audiences, appeal to a wider crowd and
help to expand the galleries’ reach, none of which
could ever really be a bad thing and all of which
depend on one character in particular even more so
than the art — the attendee. “When you create any
event, the only best thing that you could hope for is
the attendee and even despite the imposed curfew
ordered by the military, we were blown away by the
large amount of the people who came out to our
Hotel Art Fair, not just to support all the galleries
that are participating, but also to buy and discuss
the art that they were seeing.”

From plenty of attendees to plenty of art and
falling nowhere short in terms of a good time, Hotel
Art Fair 2015 is likely and the 2014 edition left us
with just one question for Farmgroup to consider for
next year — |s room service available? What kind of
art can we order?

Hotel Art Fair 2014
facebook.com/HotelArtFair
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