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01 'Stone - Paper - Scissors’

Text Rebecca Vickers
Photos courtesy of Jirayu Koo

Bangkok — In the popular game of Rochambeau,
rock beats scissors, scissors beats paper and paper
beats rock. In the graphic world of Jirayu Koo, rock
takes background, paper fore and scissors bring it all
together as one. The young Thai illustrator’s recent
exhibition, 'Stone - Paper - Scissors,” at Badmotel,
Bangkok features a series of new collage works that
introduce geometrically-shaped slabs of marble as
canvas, with the artist’s typical medium of choice,
colored papers, inset on top. The results provide the
give and take, push and pull, of the two mediums
plenty of space to play off of one another.

“Normally | just work with paper; paper-on-
paper, but | wanted to do something new that | don't
usually do in my everyday job, and | have always
been interested in the texture of the marble.” Koo,
who moved back to Bangkok after studying and
working in London, has been working as a freelance
illustrator for the past few years and also as a
designer for every-every, an art direction/design
firm she runs with her husband Yo Yota.

“I work layer by layer; | create a sketch first but
it isn't very specific, some of the time | am just mov-
ing things around, finding the way for everything to
fit. It was good for me to do this exhibition, to push
myself out of my comfort zone. Sometimes, when
you work with something every day, you need to do
something else. If you get stuck on a collage, it
doesn't help to sit there trying to force it to work
out — you might just need to walk away, cook some

dish or go and exercise, then when you come back
you can see everything more clearly. Sometimes |
have found myself zoomed in at 6,400 maximum pixels
and, for what? You cannot see anything! You have
to step back.”

A step back maybe, but also forward as the
simple and clean shape-based aesthetic Koo has
honed into her personal style seems to fall right into
place with the new medium. "With the geometric
forms, they look very simple and have been as they
are for many years - a circle, triangle, square — but,
in my opinion, there is still a lot of area to play around
with them.” The content of the images, while almost
completely articulated through the language of shape,
line and color, are also ever so slightly figurative,
with the inclusion of very small cut-paper figures
within the stone-paper terrains, as if they are
exploring a new landscape - jumping, falling, leaping
from one element of the composition to another.

“At first, | thought that the figures might
represent myself. In London, it was like | was a tiny
person in that big society, but now, | think they
could be anyone, even the person looking at my
artwork, they don't have to be me. It's flexible.”

Koo has plans for future solo exhibitions in the
works and every-every is currently working on a
new cooking blog called 'Kin-Kin.’

Jirayu Koo
every-every.com
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