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WAFT-LAB, an interdisciplinary artist
collective based in Surabaya, Indonesia, draws upon
technology, tradition, their surroundings and colla-
boration as a means of supporting their collective
artistic practice. The group consists of 20-25 active
members who the team describes as coming from
multidisciplinary backgrounds and having different
interests within the creative field. "Some members
like to create music, some video, and others like to
do soldering and electronic art. We organized this
community because it can accommodate each
member's interests. We could say that this diversity
has made us one solid community.”

WAFT-LAB organizes their diverse activities
into a series of sub-categories including Video:
Work, Electro:Work, Urban:Work and the cleverly
named No:Work. The Video:Work division focuses
on the use of video as an artistic medium and serves
as the structure behind the Video:Work festival, a
biennial video festival organized by the WAFT-LAB
team. The festival, which is the largest of its kind in
Surabaya, focuses primarily on non-narrative video
and “presents a large variety of experimental videos,
reconstruction, visual strategies, text visualizations
and even recording manipulation” captured on
camera. WAFT-LAB describes that the festival,
which has in the past welcomed nearly 100 Indo-
nesian and international artists to exhibit their video
works, “provides a forum for film makers and video
artists to gather and explore video as a way to
communicate different aesthetic strategies and
conflicts amongst individuals and the community.”

The Electro:Work division of WAFT-LAB couldn't
call many locations a better home base than Sura-
baya, a city whose spirit is centered around techno-
logical development, and draws upon its electro-
centric surroundings to create works delving into
the realms of sound art, interactive art and real-time
open source programming. Electro:Work recently
created a piece for the Metro-Sapiens: Dialogue in
the Cave exhibition held in Chomp Pon Cave, Rat-
chaburi, Thailand that utilized sensors to extract
temperature and humidity data from the cave envi-
ronment. The collected data was then processed
through open-source software into sounds and
visuals, serving to translate elements of our envi-
ronment invisible to the naked eye into a medium
one could experience through sight and sound.

The third chapter of WAFT-LAB, Urban:Work
focuses primarily on visual artwork through exhi-
bitions of works including painting, illustration, video
and installation while the last of the collective’s
divisions, No:Work, is actually far from what it sounds
like. No:Work stands for National Observation Work
and consists of activities such as forums, discussions,
artist talks, and other means of “sharing knowledge
and spreading creative activities.” Workshops
ranging in topic from creating simple DIY musical
instruments to tools for drawing music and public
presentations where practitioners from various
disciplines are invited to “share and teach for the
benefit of knowledge development” all fall within this
section of WAFT-LAB's expansive wingspan.

With their hands in many activities aimed at
promoting learning and understanding through both
traditional and modern wisdoms, WAFT-LAB
launches from the technological-savvy region
Surabaya is home to out into the greater community
in a manner many will likely benefit from, be it
through learning to build one’s own instruments,
enjoying an exhibition of video works or partici-
pating in forums “emphasizing curiosity toward all
kinds of technology and its derivations.”
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www.waft-lab.com



