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Text Rebecca Vickers
Photos courtesy of ARDEL Third Place Gallery

Bangkok — “There is an Isaan proverb that says
'Death follows you every step. Until waking up in
the morning and seeing each other’s face, it's
uncertain we are still alive.’ | always think life is
short, so you cannot waste it: You'd better do
something when you are still alive. Nino Sarabutra
shared these thoughts in relation to her recent
exhibition, ARDEL Third Place Gallery, Bangkok.

Sarabutra's work, an interactive installation
covering the entire floor of the gallery space with
an impressive installation of 100,000 miniature
porcelain skulls amplifies the impermanence of life
and asks viewers to consider what they will leave
behind when their story reaches its inevitable end.
The exhibition further offers a means for its
audience to leave a small mark in this world, now,
through its interactive element.

Thoughts of death are not something one
typically strives to entertain and are more often
preferably hushed than amplified. However, upon
taking their first steps into the exhibition, one finds
that notions of demise are, literally, directly under
foot. Sarabutra invites visitors to walk across the
ceramic skulls and describes that, “in truth, each
step we take brings us one step closer to our own
demise, yet we never know which will be our last.”
In addition to the installation, visitors are invited to
contribute to the work by describing in a few
words what they will leave behind in death. All
participant responses are collected and projected
on the wall adding to the continuously evolving life
of the exhibition. Responses can also be added to
the work via www.ninosarabutra.com/
WhatWillYouLeaveBehind/Sarabutra's website. The
artist described that she wanted to “reach a wider
audience than just those who walked into the
gallery in Bangkok. The online part of the show
took the message across the globe. Many people
from near and far were aware of the show's
question and many people are still thinking of their
answer; | just saw a post on my Facebook wall
saying “I'm still thinking of what | will leave behind.”
| want people to feel, to see, to be part of it even if
they don't live in Bangkok. And, the wider the
impact the idea has on people the better.”

While at first glance, or step, Sarabutra’s work
seems focused solely on the sobering subject of
death, it also, through the inclusion of the
participants' responses, succeeds in redirecting
one’s focus toward a reflective celebration of life.
Sarabutra described that, “the main objective is to
make people think and ask themselves what they
are doing with their life.” For determining what one
will, or aspires to, leave behind inevitably draws
focus to our present thoughts and actions.
Sarabutra’s work points a finger at the finish line
as a means of directing attention toward the
manner in which one is proceeding toward that
final destination and ensuring that her own
aspirations, to leave behind “thought provoking
art,” are thus far likely to succeed.

ARDEL Third Place Gallery
ardelgallery.com
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