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Bangkok — “Everything has its own character and
nature. Clay is no different. What is controllable and
what is not is something you can learn only from
practice... only then you will come to understand
how much you can control and how much you have
to let go.” says Aor Sutthiprapha, a Thai ceramic
artist who has spent time living and working in
Sweden before recently returning to Thailand.
Through her practice, this young artist has learned
to harness internal focus, let go of elements out of
one’s control, and embrace the often-unexpected
instances nature throws at us.

Aor described that, "It is also a question of
allowing the material to reveal its true nature, true
essence and potency; it is an opportunity and not an
obstacle. You will see how the material can be, giving
it opportunity to shine, be free and express itself. In
the end you will find that nature can always surprise
us.” Aor's most recent works, her Analog series,
include a collection of shallow, rectangular vessels
with extremely intricate patterning that clearly
honors the time consuming character of repetitive
motion in the purposeful, meticulous nature of their
decoration. Aor described that, through the creation
of these pieces, she has “learned how to focus. The
work is actually a method of contemplation and
meditation. For me, working on ceramics is like
sitting in the park. What one has to do is just relax,
sit comfortably, and see what is going on around
them. However, rather than looking at the things
outside of myself like trees, people, and things in the

park, | just look at the things inside, my thoughts.”
Her Weaving Indigo: A Common Code series further
draws upon a repetitive and time-consuming
process of creation, but also serves as an exercise in
learning to live within a state of flux. "Weaving
Indigo is a way of working with all conditions of the
clay - raw clay, burnt clay, cracks, and even defects
created during the process, this cycle happens again
and again all the time throughout the creation of the
work. You can see an apparent change and learn
that no matter how much you want the clay to
remain in one certain condition, it will be impossible,
because there are so many factors that you cant
control. It is like a human life that is perishable. It is
the law of nature.”

Through her practice, Aor succeeds in creating
works that are not only visually pleasing and func-
tional in their design, but also capable of carrying
personal purpose as well, allowing her to grow
from within and experience the world's inevitably
impermanent nature through acts of self-expression.
Having recently moved back to Bangkok, Aor is in
the process of building ‘A Small Studio’ on Rama 4
Rd, a studio and workshop space where she plans
to offer courses in basic ceramics. Her next exhibi-
tion of new works will be held in Sweden this com-
ing October.

Aor Sutthiprapha
aorsutthiprapha.com
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