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LITTLE THINGS MEANALOT

PERCEIVING A SET OF FOOD AS A MEAL TO SHARE IS NEVER
SOMETHING THAT HAPPENS BY CHANCE
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CONSISTING OF
OBJECTS, SYSTEMS,
AND SPACES,

DESIGN SURROUNDS
OUR FOOD, MEDIATING
THE RELATIONSHIPS
BETWEEN PEOPLE
AND THEIR MEALS
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“To eat together conjures up images of people gath-
ered together happily for a hearty meal, but sharing
food is more than just that,” proposes Justin Zhuang of
In Plain Words in reference to the Singapore-based
writing studio’s recent exhibition ‘Eating Together,
The Design of Sharing Food in a Connected World.'
“Just as punctuation makes a string of words a
sentence, design turns food into a meal.”

The project reflects upon the many ways in which
the world eats together today and how, even across
cultural, geographical and personal differences, the
element of design never fails to find its seat at the
table. “Design is material culture that communicates
particular intentions. Imagine a burger in a trash bag
versus the same one on a plate, we think one is trash
while the other is a meal,” furthered Zhuang.
“Consisting of objects, systems, and spaces, design
surrounds our food, mediating the relationships
between people and their meals.”
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OPPOSITE PAGE

THE EXHIBITION PRESENTED
15 OBJECTS, SPECULATIVE
DESIGNS AND INSTALLA-
TIONS THAT AROSE FROM
OBSERVATIONS OF HOW WE
EAT TOGETHER BOTH IN
SINGAPORE, AND AROUND
THE WORLD
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THIS PAGE

ABOVE, AN INSTALLATION
EXAMINING HOW DESIGN
HELPS US TO SHARE FOOD
TODAY

BELOW, IN PLAIN WORDS
CONSIDERS ‘EATING’
BEYOND A MERE DELIVERY
OF FOOD, BUT AS

A CONSUMPTION OF VALUES
AND CULTURES INSTEAD
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Some elements the exhibition looks at include ‘The Transparency
of Taste,” highlighting how the generic, nondescript takeaway
containers often utilized by hawker stalls allow for taste alone to
speak for the character of each stall, ‘Eating Out Like the Rest,’
which sheds light on the fact that, in Singapore where
high-density shopping complexes are common go-to spots to
grab a meal, the tendency to replicate formulas between one
commercially successful shopping mall to the next leads to a
homogenization of both goods and food — each mall serving up
the same dining options wherever one may be and ‘Staying Apart
in the Same Boat,’ examining how the ever-popular steamboat
hotpot meal succeeds in allowing diners to contribute to a blend
of tastes with their individual ingredient choices, while the per-
forated ladles also come into play in order to “set boundaries,
and enable diners to eat together on their own terms.”

Even the different surfaces we eat upon are given greater role
than that of platform, as tables themselves literally “shape” how
we dine and with whom. Round tables and plastic chairs common
to coffee joints are employed to maximize public seating capacity,
inadvertently encouraging diners to eat together and “shaping
the kopitiam into boisterous public spaces for communal eating,”
while ‘Sharing Meals on the Table and Online’ mixes virtual

technology in as ingredient, considering how sharing a meal over
cyberspace pares the nature of eating together down to a parti-
cular essence — the requirement of having to describe one's meal
to others, orimagine what someone else’'s meal tastes like, height-
ening the experience into an exchange beyond just food itself.”

“Our observations came from our surroundings which are
Singapore, but most of the subjects are applicable to other cities,
although they may be expressed in different ways,"” furthered
Zhuang, "and while some of these habits of eating together indeed
take root from typical Singaporean behaviors,’ for example, the
“kiasu” (afraid to lose) nature of Singaporeans translating into
the reservations of tables with tissue packets or other personal
items even before the purchase of food, others can easily be
found across other cities.” From city to city and across the tables
of meals shared with family, friends, in public or even via virtual
means, Eating Together outlines how, the experience of sharing
ameal itself calls upon design as essential ingredient — flavoring
our meals via object, system and space as the world eats together
in countless ways.
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