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THE CHARACTER OF YOR

THE LETTER YOR CARRIES MORE THAN SOUND WITHINITS
SYMBOL, AS IDEOLOGIES ARE SHAPED AND LEARNED VIA ITS RHYMING
WORDS AND IMAGES.
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ABOVE, BENJADOL'S RECENT
EXHIBITION OF YOR (2y)

ALPHABET LEARNING REFORM
TOOLS.

BELOW, THE YOR (2y)

ALPHABET TEMPLATE ALLOWS
FOR USERS TO CREATE 67 WORDS
EXCLUDING THE WORD ‘YING.’
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Throughout the one hundred and fifteen years of the
Thai alphabet primer’s history, each character of the
alphabet has been paired with a word and image
allowing for language learners to easily memorize the
sounds assosciated with the character’s symbols.
These letter/word/image pairs have, from the first
edition published in 1899 up until present, remained

for the most part unchanged, and one pair in particular
caught the eye of Piyaluk Benjadol, Assistant Professor
in Communication Design, Bangkok University.

“The letter Yor (@) has been fixed to that of the word
Ying or Pooying (meaning woman) since the onset,”
described Benjadol, “and the conventional way of
learning the alphabet character Yor (zy) has brought
with it ‘fixed’ social ideologies about women that
emphasize gender biases in Thai society. Beauty
ideologies related to character and mannerisms are
embedded as preferable characteristics of Thai women
via the rhyming words and images of Yor Ying (gy ¥id4)
alphabet learning tools.”
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SOCIAL IDEOLOGIES
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MIDDLE, THE YOR (2) ALPHABET
TEMPLATE ALLOWS FOR USERS
TO CREATE 67 WORDS EXCLUDING
THE WORD 'YING.’

BELOW, BENJADOL'S LEARNING
REFORM TOOLS BRING A NEW
SENSE OF AWARENESS OF DESIGN
RESPONSIBILITY TO HER COLLEC-
TION OF ALPHABET PRIMERS.
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Following the semiotic process of decoding the
connotative meanings of Yor (tu) alphabet primers
dating from between 1899 and 2012, Benjadol's inquiry
moved from that of research to design, resulting in the
development of three Yor (zu) alphabet learning reform
tools.

“The Yor (zy) Alphabet Template replicates the look
of a normal alphabet template used for tracing Thai
characters to create unlimited words, but provides
only 27 letters instead of 44, plus 15 vowels and tone
markers,” described Benjadol. With these selected
characters, the template facilitates the user to create
a limit of 87 words that incorporate the letter Yor (),
excluding the word Ying.”

A set of Yor (au) Alphabet Cards also display the 67
words and, for the font enthusiast out there, feature
67 distinct Thai typefaces and the names of the type
designers who contributed to the project, while the
Yor (zu) Interactive Set was designed to integrate the
task of a word guessing game with tactile interaction
via a student desk equipped with interactive software.
“Ideally, when using the tools, one will not be conscious
of the ‘absence’ of the word ‘Ying’ at all,” described
Benjadol, allowing for these new learning reform tools
to achieve their goal of functioning as a non-gender
related learning materials.

Language learning aside, where the value of these tools
also lies, is in their ability to function as a proponent

for increased awareness of design responsibility.
“Because designs create more impact than that

of being simply commodities, designers should be
conscious of controversies regarding cultural and
social issues,” furthered Benjadol. “As a creator in the
society, designers have to be cautious of the meanings
they choose to signify or encode in their works.”
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