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BANGKOK — “Normally artists don't like openings
and collectors don't like openings either, it is not
actually a good moment for talking about art,”
describes Jeremy Opritesco of the new art gallery
and residency space, YenakArt Villa in the
Sathorn-Silom district.

“Having a more intimate atmosphere that gives
more importance to the art and the artists is what
we try to do by organizing dinners of around 20
people once per week where they come and dine
right here in the gallery. The artist is present at the
table and, in this way, can explain the work while
people have a drink and dine and it makes for a
really nice exchange. The people are very happy
because they have time to actually engage with the
artist and the artist is happy too because they have
an opportunity to talk about and share their work.
| think having too many people at an opening is a
bit like killing everything because you cannot focus.
The artists might think that it is good to have many
people but then, when they really stop and think
about it, it is frustrating too because they didn't
have any sort of real exchange with anyone.”

The dinners YenakArt plans to host seem fur-
ther slated to be something of an experience in
themselves, with guest chefs invited to interpret the
work of each exhibition into a fitting and comple-
mentary spread and the exhibiting artist given the
task of choosing the dinner music, a duty which
Jeremy described most are more than happy to
take on. “They all know what is good and what is
matching and we can see their very special tastes
like a sort of sound installation.”

20 seats are not however all that many, and with
no other openings or events for the public included
in the program, one does have to ask — who's invited
to the table? Collectors and journalists are sure to
make the list, but as Jeremy describes, also people
who never go to openings or step foot into galleries.
“When we invite people we can tell them that we
are only 16 or 18 and can say, why don't you come
and see this artist and have a dinner? They can see
that it is a different sort of opportunity.”

If you find your name is yet to make the list to
art and dine - no need to worry, YenakArt Villa is
open by invitation only but it is open - all one needs
to do is call ahead and make an appointment.

yenakartvilla.com
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