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BANGKOK — “Every detail and idea needs equal
attention to truly reflect the essence of your
existence,” describes the work of Miti Ruangkritya
in the touring Hotel Asia Real Estate/Landscape
exhibition featuring works by artists based in
Kitakyushu (Japan), Chongging (China) and Bangkok
(Thailand). Conceived by Keiichi Miyagawa, artist and
director of Gallery Soap, the exhibition explores the
idea of our modern landscape, reinterpreted and
reconstructed through many a medium into unique
and diverse viewpoints.

“Generally,” describes Keiichi, “real estate
includes land, country, island, house, building, natural
resources and so on; in this project, the term "Real
Estate/Landscape” also means information of such
elements we receive from TV, magazines, the Inter-
net, billboards, etc. and the relations between each.”

The formats the works within the exhibition take
on are as diverse as the content which informs
them, ranging from the Google Map-based work
of China’s Engine Group that explores a “more
convenient, more efficient way to travel,” ‘Canvas
of Life, by Bangkok-based Japanese artist Eiji Sumi
where images collected from real estate advertise-
ments are developed into a virtual world one can
explore and navigate freely or Miti Ruangkritya’s
documentary photo series depicting the rooms of
condominiums in their luxurious yet-to-be-occupied
status coupled with advertisement slogans that
seem to describe some sort of paradise if not the
opportunity to own what must be a piece of heaven.

“What is "apparently” emphasized in this exhi-
bition,” describes Keiichi "is the sharing of con-
temporary issues that occur everywhere in the
world with similar appearance under globalization
and homogenization. On the other hand, Japan,
Thailand and China are under totally different poli-
tical systems. There occur various issues entirely
different from their superficial similarity in urban
space and the Internet world. The urban landscape
is influenced by both the power of the global market
and the power of local political and social systems.
Landscape, including our living space, is always
controlled by some power and it is impossible to
accept unconditionally.”

These Real Estate/Landscapes, as envisioned
through the seemingly universal mediums of Google
Maps, virtual reality and generic advertisement
taglines do somehow seem to offer opportunity to
the individual -means to ends for new viewpoints,
interpretations and possibilities to break ground.

*I expect this touring exhibition will serve as a
trigger,” describes Keiichi, “to explore such situations
as spread within the world...to reconsider the
relation between you and the world you live in”
or, as Miti's work beckons, to demand for one
“To Explore Limitlessly! And Walk Above it All..."

facebook.com/bangkokuniversitygallery
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