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ART

WHEN ART AND FASHION MAKE FRIENDS WITH THE WASTE WORLD.

TEXT REBECCA VICKERS
PORTRAIT WORARAT PATUMNAKUL

“The symbol of zero, or in Thai we say
‘sune,” means loss, empty and is negative,
but '0," the English letter shape, is read
as in '0-K!" and is full and positive, they
are the same shape but totally different
- nothing and something,” describes
Israkran ‘Comb’ Yingyong of the circular
icon emblematic of his vibrant visual
constructions.

Comb has been working with recycled
materials, t-shirts specifically, to design
and construct his O and 0 combination
works based compositionally upon relation-
ships between color and form and con-
ceptually upon the idea that even abstract
visual language, if framed in a format
everyone is familiar with, can be easily
understood and appreciated. The format
Comb’s compositions frequently take on?
Exactly that which they are crafted from...

“Saturday’s are for me very exciting,

I go to the weekend market [Chatuchak]
to look for new materials; | am looking
for color and also | am really searching
for texture,” described Comb who frequents
the market’s secondhand t-shirt shops to
seek out his ‘palette” and ‘paint.” "l see

the big mountain of t-shirts, some are
20 baht and some are 100, they are
donated from America or Europe to
Cambodia and then eventually sold in the
weekend market. This recycled material
has in itself something charming, a color
or a texture or an alphabet that | just
love.”

Comb searches, finds, selects and
cuts — deconstructing and recombining
the material, creating something from
nothing, turning zeros into O... "My
process is just like painting, | cut and
cut and cut and then combine different
colors of the fabric together just like you
combine paint on a canvas. In my needle
| have red, yellow and blue; each stitch is
like a brushstroke showing the process.
Sometimes the color is perfect on its own
and | just let it be, we have plenty of screened
t-shirts for talking, but | reinterpret the
screens on the frame in a way that is
just about color, working step by step. |
am not thinking about any final design
just learning by doing and focusing much
more on creating a functional art object
than any sort of product.”



At times layered upon one another in
a spectrum of rings reminiscent of an
entrance to an 0-shaped tunnel and at
other times laid out in a linear left to
right fashion, one leading to the next like
letters that build words or pages that
unfold into stories, Comb’s compositions
not only translate the old into something
new, but also transcribe visual symbols
and signals onto what is a very accessible
and familiar medium. “Abstract art is
difficult for people outside of the art
community to understand, my Mom and
my Dad, they see my small works on the
mini-canvas forms and they cannot under-
stand what | am doing and for what? But
when they see my works on the t-shirts
and bags, this is something that they
can easily understand. It is a functional
art object and they can relate to that
function. People see some blue, some
white, and a little bit of black-color and
texture, we read it just like music, which
anyone can understand.”

Comb’s old-into-new approach toward
art making was recently framed by a change
of scenery, trading in Chatuchak’s moun-
tains of t-shirts for those of the Sobaek
mountain range, as Comb participated in
a 3-month residency at Artspace A in
Cheongju, Korea. “Cheongju is a very green
city,” described Comb, “not that unlike
Chiang Mai. The organizers were interested
in my use of recycled materials and
invited me to participate in the residency.
In Cheongju, the government controls the
use of plastic bags quite seriously. | reinter-
preted my recycled approach toward art
practice to create works from these plastic
bag materials that mimicked fashions which
were trendy and of interest, focusing on
waste-recycled fashion to create something
that was in itself like the reverse of fashion.”

Comb’s approach toward his art practice
does result in fashion, ultimately-but in
a manner that neither feels foremost nor
at the heart of where his focus lies, in
many ways, the works, wearable as they
are, seem much more aimed at finding a
new means of framing painting. “You can
wear my painting, you can wear it outside
and you can go around the world. In
Thailand, we have only a small group of
artists and | want to find a way to make
work that can reach outside of the art
community.” This stripped-down, sewn-
up character of Comb’s compositions is
based on an approach rooted in simplicity,
but not the kind of simple that is in itself
insignificant, rather the kind of simple
that is more thoughtful than complicated,
more something than nothing, more O
than O...

“This way, my work, as a functional art
object, is like a painting and a sculpture
and even a performance all at the same
time. Sometimes | see people wearing my
t-shirt, wearing my painting on the MRT
[underground]. When you wear my t-shirt
you are yourself like a performance with
my painting.”

Comb’s works are available for your
performance and purchase at the Artist
ColorS Shop, 3 flr and the BACC Shop
5% fIr of the Bangkok Art and Culture
Centre.

facebook.com/pages/Rube-Studio/
3682144366378222fref=ts
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YOU CAN WEAR MY PAINTING,
YOU CAN WEAR IT OUTSIDE AND

YOU CAN GO AROUND THE WORLD.

ART
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