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BANGKOK — "My house had three artists — me,
my brother and my dad - but it was very small and
too dark to work in” describes Wal Chirachaisakul,
proprietor of Kalwit Studio and Gallery, a newly
renovated home-turned-artist-space tucked down
Soi Ruamrudee comprising a gallery, print and paint
studios, music room and coffee shop. "Many of my
friends are also artists and needed a space to show
their work. In Thailand, many galleries have space,
but it is very white, clean and also very silent. | thought,
well, | have some space, so why not invite my friends
to join me and make it a space for everyone? Now
my house has way more than three artists; it is never
quiet and many people are working here with me now.”

Versatility of space and activities supported is
one thing, but even the most flexible and fitting
of spaces needs the right light to activate its potential
and what Kalwit has, aside from a space for every-
thing, is a team of supporters equally capable of just
about everything.

“Everyone on our team has different skills,” de-
scribes Passaporn ‘Nan’ Totes, the gallery manager
and a current MFA candidate in art theory at Silpakorn
University. “Some of us are good at production and
art practices while others can manage marketing and
promotion.” Wal also sees the strength of the space
as taking shape in those who make use of it. "We all
have different sources of knowledge to share and
it turned out that we could work very well together.
This is my home, so | want it to be a fun space - while
also keeping a high standard.”

“We are young,” describes Nan, “and people
might think that we are novice, so we do have to
prove ourselves. But that also means that we have
the spirit to work and make the space grow - that
spirit and burning desire is the real, true strength
of our gallery.”

facebook.com/kalwitstudio
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