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Bangkok— "1 believe art itself has no real economic
value; only art as commodity has economic value,
which depends on the artist, not the artwork,”
describes Pisitakun Kuantalaeng, one of the instiga-
tors and money-conscious minds behind the ‘Money
Faketory,” an interactive installation which experi-
ments with “various possibilities to explore the
frame of reference of money” on exhibit through mid
December at the Kuandu Biennale in Taipei.

“The power to negotiate in this modern world
belongs to the power of the system of the mainstream
economy. Living within this boundary of the econo-
mic structure, we are only a small wheel propelling
within the rules of the system. Is there any way that
we could change or negotiate the system to retrieve
back the ability to propel our own wheel?” asks
Money Faketory, a group of young Thai artists com-
posed of Sina Wittayawiroj, Nuttapon Sawasdee,
Donlakarn Sengboonton, Kittima Chareeprasit and
Henry Tan.

The Money Faketory project attempts to
reclaim that system by, quite simply, re-writing it -
one banknote at a time. Participants in the project
are invited to create their own banknotes with pencil
and pen and in turn, “create art in which its value
functions as a new currency.” After validation, the
art banknotes can by deposited into the Money
Faketory Bank where they are sold for real currency
matching their drawn denomination. The purchased
(withdrawn) art banknotes can then be used out in
the Money Faketory world where they may be
exchanged to purchase goods at the Faketory Shop
or for trying one’s hand in a game of luck at the
‘Faketory Gambling’ station. "People can create their
own money and use it to exchange for services and
goods; this project therefore offers a semi-fixed
value, unlike the price of artworks in general.”

While Money Faketory seems to take on a
humorous and fun approach at drawing our atten-
tion to the ways in which “capitalism affects art and
its creation in general,” it also raises some interest-
ing questions as to where, when and with who the
true determining 'value’ of artistic practice even lies,
is it in the product? with the maker? or is the value
we are seeking found somewhere in-between -
within that time and place where all the making and
creating takes place? At the Money Faketory, art
has found a means to validate and accredit value to
that which refuses the stipulations of a capitalistic
economy - putting a price on the process of making
and, in turn, granting creativity itself currency.

Money Faketory
moneyfaketory.com
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